Discussion response
Response 1
Indeed, many healthcare technologies were overlooked before the Covid-19 pandemic, telehealth being one of the underutilized innovations. That is why there has been an increase in its adoption since the pandemic began. In addition to that, Mann et al. (2020) argue that one reason why such technologies are lagging has a lot to do with policymaking and politics, which I agree with.  That is why, after the pandemic, different governments passed many laws and lifted restrictions that had derailed its adoption (Mann et al., 2020). From CDC (2020), it is clear that you have highlighted that since the pandemic began, 41% to 42% of Americans delayed or avoided seeking medical care at the hospitals because of fearing to contract Covid-19 (CDC, 2020). I concur that during the same period is when the uptake of telehealth services increased due to reduced hospital visits. In addition to that, telehealth has numerous benefits, especially during this pandemic period. For instance, telehealth availability means that healthcare workers are not exposed to diseases, there is no need for personal protective equipment, and resources are utilized appropriately. Also, I accede that patients are monitored and managed from home, reducing patient influx at the health centers.
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Response 2
Butler (2020) argues that bureaucracy and politics are what ails the health system. That is why many technologies are yet to be approved for use in medicine, which is true, in my opinion. Nonetheless, the Covid-19 pandemic might turn out to be a blessing in disguise. For instance, telehealth technologies, where medical services are delivered via video links and telephone, were underutilized. One of the reasons put forward is that the necessary legislation and policy decisions were considered non-priority. However, I agree that since the Covid-19 pandemic began, countries have been forced to retrace their steps backwards and see how to improve access to medical services, especially during a period when huge gatherings are not encouraged (Butler, 2020). Many companies have their employees working from home, including medical experts who can monitor and advise patients remotely. It is also true that insurance firms have not been left behind. They have come up with policies that cover patients who access medical services remotely, are involved in patient enlightening, and lessens their financial burdens. Nonetheless, I concur that a lot needs to be done regarding the policy framework and legislation that governs the continuous adoption of technology in the health sector. As a blessing in disguise, the Covid-19 pandemic re-awakened the thinking among policymakers to decide right concerning technology adoption in the health sector.
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